
  

 

Grade: First Grade 

Title: Meet Me in Music 

Week: October 21- November 22 

Source: Various 

Materials: rhythm sticks, lyric sheets, iPod, written music  

 

MPG/Big Idea: 
MPG1: Develop skills in music reading 
MPG3: Listen to music with 
understanding 
MPG4: Make value judgments about 
music 

State Standard: 
9.1 
9.2 
9.4 

 

Enduring Understandings: 
1. Music reading skills provide the basis for creating, understanding and performing music 
3. Music from various styles, cultures and historical eras globally affects all individuals 
5. Knowledge of vocal and instrumental techniques are necessary to properly produce quality music 
 

Essential Questions: 
1. What is music? 
3. How does music impact all of us? 
4. What makes good music good? 
 

Knowledge: 
1. Everyone can sing 
4. Singing a wide variety of music either alone or in groups will create challenging singing scenarios 
1. Beat and rhythm are different  
1. Music is a personal choice 
2. Audience etiquette is a necessary part of being a responsible music consumer 
 

Skills: 
 
Melody: Pitch, Melodic Contour, Melodic 
Patterns, Melodic Phrases, Scales and 
Tonality  
4. Demonstrate recognition pf phrases, repeated 
phrases and phrase endings  
  
Vocal Skills  
1. Match pitches while expanding vocal range 
2. Sing simple songs in their entirety  
6. Perform one or more of the following: 
traditional songs, singing games, chants, rhymes 
and/or dances from various cultures 

Procedure: 
Betty Larkin 
1. Learn the song by rote  
2. Identify repeating and different phrases  
3. History of play-games/circle games  
4. Learn the following play-game -double circle of 
partners -one child has not partner -on the verse, 
the child without the partner goes into the circle 
and “steals” a partner from inside the ring and 
brings them back to their spot -the player left 
without a partner then “steals” a new partner -
players continue to “steal” partners until the verse 
ends -the game begins again  
Six Little Ducks 



 
Rhythm: Beat, Meter, Duration, Rhythmic 
Patterns  
1. Demonstrate steady beat, strong beats and 
simple rhythmic patterns   
2. Demonstrate steady beat, maintain beat and 
identify beat vs. rhythm   
  
Vocal Skills  
1. Perform one or more of the following: 
traditional songs, folk dances, line dances, action 
songs and singing games from various cultures   
  
Cultural Context  
1. Perform examples of traditional American folk 
music   
 
Aesthetic Response 
1. Demonstrate quiet and appreciative attention to 
the performance of others and express criticism of 
a performance with clapping, compliments or 
constructive criticism  
2. Demonstrate audience behavior appropriate for 
the context and style of music performance 

1. Learn the song by rote  
2. Have the class sit cross-legged in a circle  
3. Distribute one stick to each student. Only one 
of the sticks should be red.  
4. Discuss the difference between rhythm and 
beat  
5. Have students place their left hand palm up on 
their left knee. Instruct students that their left 
hand will not move throughout the entire activity 
6. Have students place the stick in their right hand 
7. Learn the rhythmic pattern Tap knee (ta) knee 
(ta) on beats 1 and 2, hand (ta) hand (ta) on 
beats 2 and 3, floor (ta) floor (ta) on beats 5 and 
6 pass (ta) on beat 7, grab the stick (ta) beat 8 
...again  
8. If the students are off-beat or perform the 
rhythmic pattern incorrectly they are "out".   
9. At the end of the song the student with the red 
stick is also "out"  
10. The game continues until one child is left.  
11. That child will then "lead" the group and the 
game resumes 
Won’t You Be My Neighbor 
1. Discuss the Pittsburgh connection to this 
selection 
2. Students will learn the selection by rote. 
3. All students will be guided through proper vocal 
production and technique. 
4. The class will discuss audience etiquette and 
how to implement proper stage/performance 
etiquette 
5. Students will work in small groups to master 
memorization of the lyrics 

 

Assessment: 
-formative assessment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


